texture such as would readily give way to cutting instruments of whatever kind. We regarded this case as one in which filling and re-filling would necessarily be the treatment for some years to come, provided decay had up to this time made any progress. The examination brought to light several cavities in the incisors, and as many more in the molars. We decided, of course, to fill. But with what ?
The mother objected to gold because of its color, but would have that material used if in our judgment it was thought best. This objection was regarded, from a practical point of view, as of little or no consequence, and was so stated ; nevertheless it was not thought best to fill with gold, and for the following considerations : First, the certainty of failure with any material to save these teeth from the recurrence of decay; second, the belief on our part that the preparation of the cavities would entail a greater amount of physical and mental worry than the little patient could be expected to withstand; third, that it would call for the payment and repayment of a comparatively high fee, whereby might be slain the bird that lays the greenback egg; fourth the total lack of that self-sacrificing spirit that is ever willing to shoulder the blame that usually attaches to the dentist when fillings fail, no matter whether the fault lie in defective manipulation, or in defects inherent in the material operated upon. In view of these considerations we decided to fill the front teeth with gutta-percha, and the others with tin-foil.
We filled. 
